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SES STUDENTS AND STAFF RISE TO
THE CHALLENGE

Photo above: SES Student Addie Adkins in Keyboarding Class

The year 2020 has challenged each and every one of us. St. Elizabeth School
is no exception. SES rose to the challenge of creating a viable distance
learning program during this pandemic.

In March, students and staff learned to connect with each other in new and
innovative ways. Everyone in the SES community has had to readjust to these
new virtual methods of communicating. In the meantime, the end goal remains
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the same: to get students back into the school building.

Thanks to the generosity of so many donors over the past two years, St.
Elizabeth School's lobby is fully prepared to face the challenges of 2020. The
new heated vestibule with window access to the reception desk allows for
easy temperature checks and visitor check-ins. School guests can now safely
check in prior to entering the school lobby.
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THANK YOU TO OUR
GENEROUS DONORS

A MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP
Dear SES Families,

When I was a child and things did not go my way, my
mother would always remind me, “When life gives you
lemons, make lemonade.” This year, there has been no
shortage of lemons in our lives. As the year 2020 draws

The following generous donors have contributed to our

Building Project

Accessible

at a substantial level that qualifies them for a

NAMING OPPORTUNITY or a HONOR OR MEMORIAL BRICK. To find
out how you can be included, visit www.stelizabeth-school.org or
contact the Development office at (410) 889-5054 ext. 1152.

to a close, it is easy to wish it away. The end of a year,
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however, should be a time for reflection and growth, not
a time of sadness and regret. With that in mind, I
created a top 10 list of positive lessons that we learned
in 2020.

I value these lessons, and hope that you will too!
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In the coming months, we will be together again, and the
simple pleasures of life that we have temporarily put on
hold will seem all the more special because we now know
what the absence of those things feels like.
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Until that time, we hope that you will be reassured that
your SES family is always here for you.
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Sincerely,

Michael Thorne
Executive Director

Irish Charities of Maryland

Michael Thorne

Winnie Jordan

Robb & Elizabeth Tyler Foundation,

Betty King

Michael and Lura Vogelman

The King Families

Jim Wade and Alyssa Rock

Knights of Columbus -

The Weingram Family

Cardinal Gibbons

Kim Whittle
Barbara A. Worsham

PEER-TO-PEER FUNDRAISER
SES is launching a peer-to-peer fundraising campaign during the month

AREAS OF FOCUS:
ACCESSIBLE RESTROOMS
Over the next two years, fifteen single-stall accessible restrooms will be

of January, and we hope you will participate. The goal: raise $40,000

constructed to provide our students added independence, safety, and

and acquire 40 new donors during January. The money will be

accessibility.

designated to any of the focus areas (see sidebar), also giving the
choice to make donations unrestricted.

TECHNOLOGY
Google Chrome devices, computers, and Google subscriptions are all needed

Visit the https://www.stelizabeth-school.org home page to learn how

for our distance learning efforts.

you can create your own fundraising page and set your personal

PPE

fundraising goal. A packet of promotional tools will be sent to you as

Masks, gowns, gloves, face shields, sanitizers to help prevent the spread of

well. Prizes will be given to top fundraiser!

COVID-19.
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A sampling of some of the photos SES students submitted for October's Mask Fashion Show

Colin McCabe, Terrence Ridley, Ahuva Burstyn, John Weekley,
Chey Villaruel, Jack King, Kara Rutledge, Joshua Blum,
Xavier Johnson, Matthew Nagy, Becky Tanenholtz, Sutton Clark

Left to right:

SES STUDENTS IN THE COMMUNITY
SES Student

Casey Vincent (pictured below) has

become "a true yoga devotee" according to the Retreat
Center of Maryland. He has spent many years studying
yoga, but recently, Casey has begun sharing five yoga
poses per week with his peers in a Rise for Autism group.
He is even featured in The Retreat Center of Maryland's
recent article, "Yoga Connections: A Practice in Light
and Love."

SES Student

Marcu Fawzy (pictured above) was

excited to receive a surprise package from a fellow
volunteer at the SPCA. She sent a handmade card along
with a scrapbook full of photos of his favorite fuzzy
friends. The SPCA wanted to thank Marcu for his
dedication to their animals over the years.

www.stelizabeth-school.org

CLASSROOM BUZZ
https://sites.google.com/stelizabethschool.org/distancelearningresources/home
Visit

for SES Distance Learning announcements and videos.

SES RUNNING CLUB RUNS ACROSS MARYLAND
Google Classroom has transformed how SES students
and staff interact with each other during the school
day. In addition to their everyday classes, students in
the SES Running Club used Google Classroom to
"virtually" run across Maryland!

SES Teacher

Mr. Chip Morgan Riegel (pictured

below) put together a fun and interactive way for
students to log their miles each week. At the end of
each week, he would post a map showing how far
everyone had run from their original starting point in
Assateague Island on the eastern shore.

Running Club's starting point: Assateague Island

Members of the Running Club "visited" lots of new
places since setting off from the eastern shore on
September 18. Stops included Blackwater National
Wildlife Refuge, Kent Island, Baltimore City, Frederick,
Hagerstown, and finally, Savage River State Forest
(pictured below) on November 24. With only 14 miles
left to log before entering West Virginia, students were
encouraged to do a "turkey trot" across the finish line.

So exactly how far did the SES Running Club run since
September 18?

330 miles!

Additionally, Mr. Morgan Riegel would post a fun
informative video about the new destinations everyone
had reached after running their equivalent miles at
home. Then, they could view their workout video for the
week, which would help prepare them for each week's
new journey.
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CONTINUED:
SES Students and Staff Rise to the Challenge
Michael Thorne and SES
Erin Upton worked with the leadership team

SES Executive Director
Principal

and staff nonstop to develop a detailed and safe
Reopening Plan for the school. Earlier this fall, SES
welcomed back approximately 60 of its students to
participate in a Reopening Pilot Program. These students
attended classes in person for limited hours twice
weekly. After three weeks of watching the program's
success, SES opened its doors to students and staff on
November 4.

Due to the spike of Covid-19 infection rates, St. Elizabeth
School reverted back to a solely virtual learning program
on November 16.

Above: Students in Ms. Tia Canty's
art class
Left: Ms. Bethany Nusbaum
conducts her music class in the
student cafeteria
Bottom Left: Students in Ms. Kit
Watson's class

Despite all of these obstacles, and the constant
changes that this year has brought, SES students
continue to persevere and thrive.

During the few days that some students returned to
the building for in-person instruction, both staff and
students clearly displayed their deep-rooted concern
and consideration for one another. Staff were
impressed by SES students’ dedication to wearing
their masks, even for a full school day.

SES could not be prouder of its students and
community, who show their compassion and positivity
on a daily basis, whether inside the school building or
in their own homes using Google Classroom. Special
thanks also goes out to SES Information Technology

To view SES's
Reopening Plan, visit
stelizabeth-school.org

Specialist

Mr. Ben Schmier, who continues to keep

the entire distance learning program running smoothly

Mrs. Debbie
Boyce, who communicated with staff, parents, and
every day; and to IEP Chairperson

local school systems to create continuity of learning
plans and to ensure that students' IEPs are up to date
during this time of distance learning.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
End of 2nd Quarter Marking Period
January 8, 2021

Martin L. King Holiday
School Closed for Students and Staff
January 18, 2021

Presidents' Day
School Closed for Students and Staff
February 15, 2021

Stay Connected to St. Elizabeth School
Find us on these social media sites at /SESBmore or under St. Elizabeth School

